John XXIII School        Mrs. Lucas          Room   212          Eighth Grade Math
The main concepts we will focus on each quarter in eighth grade math are:

First quarter - using all four basic operations with decimals and fractions, as well as integers; use order of operations in solving one-step and two-step equations; explore square root properties 
Second quarter - use order of operations to solve multistep equations and inequalities; solve equations using scientific notation, compare data using range, mean, median, and mode; create, interpret, and analyze graphs and data
Third quarter - estimate, compute, and solve problems involving ratios, proportions, and percents; explore slope; graph inequalities 

Fourth quarter - explore area, surface area, and volume of solids; describe sizes, positions, and orientations of two dimensional shapes after reflections, translations, and rotations; explore probability and begin to explore linear equalities.
At John XXIII School we strive to live the Gospel values.  My classroom is a respectful environment where students should come prepared for class with all items and attitudes necessary to be successful.  All homework must be written in assignment notebooks daily.  Daily assignments can be found on my webpage at http://www.john23middletown.org/j23/node/297. All assignments must be turned in on time and neatly completed.  When you are not sure of yourself, you should ask questions. It’s important to participate in class discussions and work at the SmartBoard and/or chalkboard throughout the year.  Everyone should take responsibility for all they do or fail to do.
You must make up all missed assignments from the days when you are absent. These assignments are due one day after you return to school if you were out for only one day, two days later if you missed two days of school and so on.
Corrections must be made on math quizzes and tests with a score of 75% or below. They must also be signed by a parent and returned the next school day. If corrections are turned in late, they will not be credited to your grade. Your parent’s/guardian’s signature is required on all papers with a grade of 75% or lower.  These papers must be returned to me the next day or a demerit will be issued. 
All homework must be turned in on time.  If it is turned in a day late, you will receive half credit for that assignment. Homework/Class work assignments are worth 2 points each. Assignments will be marked as MISSING in Webgrader if they aren’t turned in on the due date. If the assignment is turned in the next day I will mark the grade in Webgrader as LATE. 

A zero is not acceptable for any assignment in class. ALL late work MUST be completed. You may complete it at home before the next class or you may make arrangements to stay after school on the next Tuesday or Thursday and complete the assignment in the Study Room (This is the room where detention is held every Tuesday and Thursday.). 
Homework/Class work represents 20% of your overall grade. Quizzes represent 20% of your overall grade and tests or other assessments represent 60%.  
You may be given a verbal or non-verbal warning for showing lack of respect for others; it may result in a demerit if it’s a serious or repeat offense.  Demerits will be issued if behavior continues.  More serious offenses will lead directly to discipline notes according to the Parent/Student Handbook. You will be asked to meet privately with me if there seems to be a continuous problem in a specific area and your parent/guardian will be contacted to discuss any further action needed.

If you don’t have a clear understanding of a topic, help will be offered.  I can be available before school for extra help or you may ask to see me during homeroom. I may be able to stay after school, but we must schedule this ahead of time.

Parents/ guardians may best get in touch with me by sending an e-mail to jlucas@john23middletown.org. You may also call the office and leave a message.  I will return the call as soon as possible. 
The necessary items needed for math class include: 
· a positive attitude, 
· sharpened pencils, 
· a blue, red, or green pen, 
· loose-leaf paper, 
· an expandable file, 
· colored pencils or markers or crayons, 
· and any other special materials I may request. 
· A scientific calculator is requested if possible. The Texas Instruments TI-30XIIS is the one I recommend. Please no graphing calculators unless you are knowledgeable in using it.

Please return this page to school by Friday, September 9, 2011. Please retain the previous page for your files.
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